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Foreword from the editors

The present volume gathers contributions from scholars and young re-
searchers dedicated to the various areas of Japanese studies who partici-
pated in the international conference Japanese Civilization: Tokens and
Manifestations which took place from 14™ to 17" November 2013 in Krakéw.

The conference was organized by the Department of Japanology and
Sinology of the Jagiellonian University in cooperation with the Polish As-
sociation for Japanese Studies and the Manggha Museum of Japanese Art
and Technology with a great support of the Toshiba International Founda-
tion and the Japan Foundation.

The papers introduced during the conference pertained to vast range of
topics that were organized into seven panels: History and Politics, Linguis-
tics, Religion, Art, Pre-modern Literature, Modern Literature and Sociolo-
gy. There were also four plenary sessions with lectures held by the hon-
orary speakers. The main purpose of this event was to give the contribu-
tion to the subject of how and by what measures Japanese civilization has
been manifested and expressed from the old times till present day. The
participants of the conference were representing Polish and foreign aca-
demic institutions engaged in research on and teaching of Japan.

The present volume includes nineteen papers out of fifty presentations,
which are published in English or Japanese depending on the individual
choice of the author.

The editors of this volume would like to express their deep gratitude to
the authors and other contributors for their invaluable input. We are very
pleased that the compilation has finally come to fruition and hope that
interesting and inspiring contents of this volume will compensate for
a delay in publication.



To the editorial board it was also a fortunate coincidence that the pre-
sent volume appears in the year of the centennial anniversary of the
founding of the present Institute of Oriental Studies in the Faculty of Phi-
lology of the Jagiellonian University in Krakéw.

Krakdw, June 2019
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The articles collected in this publication are thematically diversified and
refer to such domains of Japanese studies as literary studies, cultural studies,
linguistics, history of art, theatre, sociology and anthropology.

Some of the papers deserve attention as original reinterpretations of
traditional sources and texts of the Japanese culture, also in reference to the
ethnic, geographic and cultural peripheries. Among other matters under-
taken in this publication, the problem of national awareness, axiological
approach to the Japanese sphere, its various evidences and manifestations, as
well as its confrontational understanding with regard to the opposition
between self and other, we and they, we and others in the historical context
should be noted.

The linguistic problems presented here are tightly bound with domains of
traditional values as language etiquette, contacts between the Japanese lan-
guage and Classical Chinese, or traditional language games.

It should be stressed also that the papers are still up-to-date, represent
high scientific quality, and undoubtedly should be available for every interes-
ted reader. The issues touched upon in the collection are rarely present in
scholarly debate, and for this reason may be of interest to those who want to

deepen their knowledge on Japanese culture and civilization.

Prof. Romuald Huszcza
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