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Introduction

This book is the result of a combined interest in historical demography and
the history of the Polish Armenians. Historical demography, which is already a
very well-developed field of historical reflection, rests on a defined and estab-
lished methodology that has been used — and sometimes even improved — by
its successive practitioners. The history of the Armenians, understood as an
account of events in the life of this collectivity and its institutions (social, reli-
gious), also has a place among the academic sub-disciplines. It is not difficult
to see what distinguishes these two lines of interest. Demography is concerned
with quantitative analysis: “demographic facts” that it examines for their bio-
logical (births and deaths) or biological-cultural (marriage) substrata. But in
the classical formulation the history of the Armenians can be presented as the
sum of enquiries into the fate of individual people or families (genealogy), or
as the history of the collectivity and its institutions as a whole (history of the
church, social history).

Following its title, this book seeks to fuse the methodologies of both fields
so that they supplement and enrich one another. This is best illustrated by an
example. Marian Rosco Bogdanowicz (1862-1955), who was descended from
the Polish Armenians, recalls in his memoirs a family tragedy that took place
as the 1830s gave way to the 1840s. The memoirist’s grandfather, Antoni Rosco
Bogdanowicz, had: “... a single son and four daughters, of which three [were]
pretty and comely maidens and one was the disabled, but exceptionally good
and worthy, Serafina, who was very nearly as short as a dwarf® One day the
girls went to bathe in the Bug (the event took place in Sokal). One of them
struck a whirlpool and started to sink. Her two sisters, and a girlfriend standing
close by, hastened to her aid. The result: “... all four drowned before the eyes
of the petrified, disabled Serafina, who remained on the bank.”> A demogra-
pher discovering this tragic episode in the story of the Bogdanowicz family in
the local death records might conclude that the number of deaths resulting
from unfortunate accidents in the river tended to increase in the summer. Yet
because a series of important facts set in train by this event on the Bug remain
concealed, our desire for a closer and deeper understanding is not satisfied:
“Under the influence of this catastrophe my grandfather did not want to return
to the Sokal lands. Instead he settled in his home (now the Baworowski palace)

1 M. Rosco Bogdanowicz, Wspomnienia [Recollections], preface by A. Knot; prepared for print-
ing, footnotes and translation from foreign texts by J. Gintel, Krakéw 1959, vol. 1, p. 10.

2 Ibid.
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in Lwow at ul. Czarnieckiego 4.”® The family moved to Lwow as a result of the
calamity, which is not something we would be able to glean from demographic
sources. But this was not the most important matter. As a consequence of the
young girl’s death: “Serafina’s father and aunt inherited much more wealth than
they could otherwise have expected.”* The physically unattractive maiden had
become an alluring prospect on the local matrimonial market. To avoid poten-
tial dowry hunters, the girl’s family: “... arranged for her to marry her virtuous
and exceptionally understanding cousin, Robert Bogdanowicz.”> The case of
Serafina exemplifies the interventions made by close family members both to
preserve kinship and to secure the economic success of the new couple. This
girl of “dwarfish height” provided her husband with such comfort and peace
of mind that he: “... flung himself wholeheartedly into his beloved historical
studies.” Perhaps in this way he found compensation for what may have been
lacking in his married life.6 The marriage produced two sons: “Zygmunt, an
excellent musician, [...] committed suicide for reasons that have not yet been
explained. The second was Stanistaw.”” This brief excerpt from the life and
times of the Rosco Bogdanowicz family demonstrates how two angles of his-
torical enquiry can supplement and clarify each other.

As it was in the author’s case, initial interest in the Armenians often flows
from the enchanting myth that surrounds them in Polish literature. Though
intricately layered, it can be defined in a brief phrase: “Newcomers from the
Orient.” The meaning and origin of these fantasies of the Armenians lies in the
Old Polish Period. Adopted by a historiography in thrall to multi-culturalism,
this myth is now enjoying a renaissance that is damaging to the historical real-
ity it seeks to describe and explain. After all, the scent of the cardamom and
roots the Armenians traded in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries does
not mask the odour of the goat meat and Hutsul cheese they carried in their
bags as they drove herds of oxen to Otomuniec.® There is no doubt that these
“Simple Armenian people in Galicia” deserve to be studied and discussed with
the “oriental” lenses removed and with greater attunement and sensitivity to
the ties of the Armenians with their new homeland.

Ibid., p.p. 10-11.
Ibid., p. 10.
Ibid., p. 11.
Ibid.
Ibid., p. 13.
Depiction of Polish Armenians of the nineteenth century after L. Jabtonowski, Pamietniki
[Memoirs], prepared with an introduction and footnotes by K. Lewicki, Krakow 1964, p. 86.
9 The words of Henryk Golejewski. See H. Golejewski, Pamigtnik [Memoirs], prepared for pub-
lication by I. Homola, B. Eopuszanski, J. Skowronska, Krakéw 1971, vol. 2, p. 77.
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This monograph, which complements the existing body of work on the Armenian dias-
pora in a Central European context, is the first demographic synthesis devoted to the
Armenian community in Old Poland and Austrian Galicia (1772-1860). It is the story
of the biological and cultural trajectory of a human life: birth, marriage, childbearing,
family life, sickness, old age and death. The author enumerates the Armenian diaspora
in Austrian Galicia and poses questions regarding Armenian identity, religious practices
and community life. The book includes a discussion of archival sources and contains
a selection of the parish family registers (status animarum) in the annex. These docu-
ments, which not only enhance the narration but also detail the Armenian families, can
stimulate further research and support genealogical investigations.
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