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This publication makes a notable contribution to the highly di­
scussed and lively topic of European integration. It includes a brief 
description of the origins of the European Union, the evolution of 
the organisation over the last several decades, the changing visions 
of the future of Europe, the crises that the Member States faced 
in the past, and finally, the impact of the COVID­19 pandemic 
on the current and future level of European integration. This 
publication provides the reader with novel and very detailed data 
on the performance of the EU and its Member States during the 
unpre ce dent global pandemic. It is a must­read for those who 
search for the most recent information on the shape and level of 
Eu ro pe an integration, the cooperation of the Member States during 
the COVID­19 pandemic, as well as on the level of trust given to 
the EU by its citizens. Additionally, this book sheds light on the 
Eurosceptic disinformation and fake news which have arisen in 
the past few years and which will continue to constitute a very 
controversial topic for the next few years.
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Preface

in this publication we intend to make a noticeable contribution to the highly dis-
puted and lively topic of european integration. although the shape and future of 
the european union have been debated since its formation, we strongly believe 
that they need to be revisited due to the severe challenges this unique organisation 
and its member states have been facing following the outbreak the CoViD-19. 
The rapid spread of the coronavirus around the world led to an unprecedented 
global emergency which severely affected many countries, including eu member 
states. The CoViD-19 pandemic put the ability of the european union to react 
quickly and effectively to the test. in addition, it has also exposed the weak points 
of cooperation and solidarity of member states, and the level of trust their citi-
zens have in the eu during a time of horrendous crisis. a number of important 
lessons can be drawn from the initial reaction of the eu, member states and their 
citizens, which encouraged us to reassess the degree of european integration and 
come up with the ideas for enhancing it for the future.

This publication discusses a diverse range of issues associated with european 
integration, ranging from a brief look at the origins of the eu, the evolution of the 
organisation over the last several decades, the changing visions of the future of 
europe, the crises that the member states faced in the past, and finally the impact 
of the CoViD-19 pandemic on the current and future level of european integra-
tion. The principal goals of this book are to re-evaluate a scope of integration and 
cooperation of member states, analyse the level of trust given to the european 
union, as well as to provide practical recommendations which could improve the 
effectiveness of actions taken by the eu and its members states in times of crises. 
additionally, this book aims to shed light on the eurosceptic disinformation and 
fake news campaigns which have been directed against eu during the CoViD-19  
pandemic, and highlight emerging opportunities for the european union in a glo-
balized and digitalized world.

in order to provide readers with a valuable and intersectional analysis, a com-
prehensive interdisciplinary approach was undertaken. Thus, the chapters of this 
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book address the researched subjects from various perspectives, including his-
torical, legal, sociological and political. We have high hopes that this publication 
not only makes a relevant academic contribution but also stimulates a scholarly 
discussion that lays the foundations for future debates on european integration. 
We strongly believe that the european integration should be viewed as a dynamic 
and evolving process due to the new developments and challenges of a fast-paced, 
globalised modern world. as european integration is an on-going process, with 
particular volatility envisioned due to post-CoViD economic crises and the rapid 
growth of digital platforms, we expect and encourage further research on this 
topic.

We would like to acknowledge that this publication has been supported by 
a grant from the priority research area society of the future under the strategic 
programme “excellence initiative – research university” at the Jagiellonian uni-
versity. The past few months of intensive research on this grant project have been 
challenging for us, but nonetheless extremely illuminating and satisfying. We sub-
mitted our book to the publisher on 1 July 2021. We learned to manage our first 
grant project, obtained first-hand experience in working as an academic team 
and consulted our hypotheses with several brilliant scholars. moreover, working 
on this publication taught us how to view problems from various perspectives, 
perform a complex comparative analysis, and produce solid recommendations. 
Therefore, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to our alma mater for 
the opportunity to perform this research.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to both our supervisors, 
professor piotr bajor and Doctor magdalena lisińska, for their time spent on 
advising us on the grant project. The idea for the research focusing on european 
integration grew out of a seminar on international relations taught by professor 
piotr bajor at the Jagiellonian university. Without his initial words of encourage-
ment and valuable suggestions of improvement over the writing process we would 
not be able to complete this publication. Doctor magdalena lisińska guided us in 
our first grant project and we counted on her quick responses and invaluable 
help on numerous occasions. Thus, we are deeply grateful for all the support we 
received from both our supervisors. 

Truth be told, it would be impossible to complete this publication without 
a strong support group. We would like to thank our family and friends, who made 
it possible for us to fully focus on this publication and were always eager to dis-
cuss all the problems we struggled with. Their brilliant comments and insight-
ful questions helped us verify our hypotheses and look at them from different 
perspectives. With a glimpse of satisfaction, we also observed that the european 
project is a highly interesting topic for heated and lively discussions across all ages 
and nationalities. 

last but not the least, we would like to thank all the readers for deciding to 
purchase this book. We hope that you will truly enjoy reading it, and benefit from 
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the results of our research. in this publication we hope you will discover a passion 
for a united and integrated europe, find a pleasure in familiarising yourself with 
the beginnings of a european dream, and to get emotional when following all the 
exciting twists and turns on the european union’s path to achieving it. We firmly 
believe that you will find this publication inspiring and thought-provoking.

authors: 
Anna Moskal

Aleksandra Sobarnia
Szymon Pazera 

Zuzanna Kopania

Cracow, 1 september 2021
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Summary

This publication discusses a diverse range of issues associated with European in-
tegration, ranging from the origins of the European Union, the evolution of the 
organisation over the last several decades, the changing visions of the future of 
Europe, the crises that the Member States faced in the past, and finally, the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic on the current and future level of European integra-
tion. Although the shape and future of the EU have been debated since its forma-
tion, the authors strongly believe that they need to be revisited due to the severe 
challenges this unique organisation and its Member States have been facing fol-
lowing the outbreak of COVID-19. The rapid spread of coronavirus around the 
world led to an unprecedented global emergency which severely affected many 
countries, including all the Member States of the EU. The COVID-19 pandemic 
put the ability of the EU to react quickly and effectively to the test. In addition, it 
also exposed the weak points of cooperation and solidarity of the Member States, 
and the level of trust their citizens have in the EU during a time of horrendous 
crisis. In this publication, a scope of integration and cooperation of the Member 
States is re-evaluated, and the level of European citizens’ trust given to the EU and 
its Member States during the deadly pandemic is analysed. In order to provide the 
reader with an in-depth and comprehensive research analysis on European inte-
gration, the study is presented through a historic, political, and legal lens.

Key words: European integration, European Union, COVID-19 pandemic
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This publication makes a notable contribution to the highly di­
scussed and lively topic of European integration. It includes a brief 
description of the origins of the European Union, the evolution of 
the organisation over the last several decades, the changing visions 
of the future of Europe, the crises that the Member States faced 
in the past, and finally, the impact of the COVID­19 pandemic 
on the current and future level of European integration. This 
publication provides the reader with novel and very detailed data 
on the performance of the EU and its Member States during the 
unpre ce dent global pandemic. It is a must­read for those who 
search for the most recent information on the shape and level of 
Eu ro pe an integration, the cooperation of the Member States during 
the COVID­19 pandemic, as well as on the level of trust given to 
the EU by its citizens. Additionally, this book sheds light on the 
Eurosceptic disinformation and fake news which have arisen in 
the past few years and which will continue to constitute a very 
controversial topic for the next few years.
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