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PREFACE

The international conference Collecting Antiquities from the Middle Ages to
the End of the Nineteenth Century took place remotely via Microsoft Teams on
25-26 of March 2021. Like many other events during the pandemic of 2020-
2021, it had initially been planned as a traditional reunion of scholars, who were
to be hosted by the organizer in the city of Wroctaw in March 2020. A year after
the planned date, due to epidemiological restrictions still in place, there was no
other option but to organize the conference as a virtual event. In the short time
that has passed since the beginning of the pandemic, we have all become ac-
customed to this mode of working, especially in academia. The conference par-
ticipants came from countries heavily impacted by the epidemic - at the time of
our virtual meeting, we had thirty thousand new cases recorded in Poland each
day. Therefore, the event could not have taken place were it not for these new
tools. It was undoubtedly successful, with twenty to over thirty participants
from many different countries attending at all times.

This by no means suggests that we intend to overlook the irreplaceable ad-
vantages of face-to-face meetings, such as the conference ambience and discus-
sions over coffee during which we get to meet people whom we have only known
so far from reading their scientific texts. Virtual conferences, which we have
learned to appreciate as they are relatively easy to organize, more cost-effective
and convenient — as they can be attended from home, from our desk or even our
kitchen table - are still merely a substitute for the real encounters as we knew
them before the pandemic. We hope that the former conference format and
manner of exchanging ideas will soon become possible again.

The conference that has generated and has been documented in this volume,
was conceived and facilitated by dr hab. Agata Kubala from the Institute of Art
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History. It was due to her determination that this previously cancelled meet-
ing could finally take place. The conference was attended by researchers from
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, the Nether-
lands, the USA, and Poland, from universities, museums, libraries, independent
research institutions, as well as by independent scholars. We wish to express
our gratitude to all those who, following a year-long delay, responded positively
to our invitation to participate in this virtual event and who made their texts
available for publication.

Romuald Kaczmarek
Director

Institute of Art History
University of Wroclaw






The gathering of archival materials always precedes the
work on the items in every collection. Unfortunately, many
documents have been lost, collections have been scattered,
but their impact on culture and science has remained, as
a deep interest in the ancient world, including its material
products. Perhaps this appeal of the ancient world comes
from Italy, thanks to its history, monuments and culture.
Among the greatest contributors to spreading knowledge of
and fascination with antiquity were painters, especially those
who wanted to surround themselves with period objects when
creating scenes set in ancient times. There are also collections
devoted to classical art and literature. The book I have in
front of me is an excellent mirror of antiquity collecting. It
presents its history, the reasons for the rise of the fascination
with antiquity, the history of individual collections, as well
as methods of searching for them. Moreover, almost every
article outlines the political circumstances of the time that
affected collectors and their actions. This book will most
probably find its way to the bookshelves of archaeologists,
art historians, historians, museologists, as well as numerous
gatherers and collectors.

From the review by dr hab. Tomasz Scholl
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