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Wstep

Gdy patrzymy na polski kalendarz narodowy, uderza nas w nim mnogo$¢ dat przy-
pominajacych $wietne zwycigstwa doby staropolskiej oraz powstania i zrywy mili-
tarne w dobie porozbiorowe;j. Jest to zrozumiate w narodzie o tradycjach rycerskich,
w ktérym w przesztosci dominowala szlachta. Wszak do jej powinnosci nalezata obro-
na panstwa, a od chwili jego upadku na niej spoczywat obowiazek walki o odzyskanie
suwerenno$ci. Pod wplywem obchodzonych rocznic powstania listopadowego, stycz-
niowego, legionowych, drugiej wojny $wiatowej i powstania warszawskiego uksztatto-
walo sie do$¢ powszechne przekonanie, ze swa cigglo$¢ narodowa zawdzieczamy
wlasnie tym walkom. Czesto uwaza sie, ze z posiewu krwi wyrastalo spoiwo narodowe,
ze ugruntowywala sie $wiadomos¢ insurekcyjna i niepodlegtosciowa podtrzymujaca
nieustannie nasza tozsamo$¢. Owa tradycja walki oreznej zdaje sie¢ marginalizowaé
role pracy organicznej w utrzymywaniu bytu narodowego oraz rol¢ kultury i nauki
w walce o przetrwanie. Niewatpliwie walka zbrojna po utracie niepodleglosci ode-
grala wazna role w Zyciu spoleczenstwa polskiego, ale trzeba pamieta¢, ze daleko
istotniejszymi czynnikami byty kultura i nauka. Oswald Balzer, profesor Uniwersytetu
Lwowskiego, w swoim przeméwieniu w 1903 r. stwierdzil, ze dla narodéw nieposiada-
jacych bytu panstwowego kultura duchowa jest ,w daleko wyzszym stopniu kwestig
bytu, anizeli dla innych, gdyz w braku zewnetrznych form i ram ich dzialalnosci, jest
ona gtéwnym $wiadectwem ich Zycia, jest Zyciem samym i - bytem”. Balzer znaja-
cy doskonale warunki zycia zaborowego wyrazal przekonanie, ze s3 moce wydajace
wyroki §mierci na cate narody, ale nie ma takiej mocy, ktdra by taki wyrok wykonata,
dopdki tylko nardd ,wysoko dzierzy sztandar cywilizacyjny”.

Bardzo charakterystyczna i wazna jest wypowiedz Karola Libelta z 1872 r. Libelt,
znany filozof i autorytet moralny, w niezwykle trudnym dla Polski okresie, zastana-
wiajac sie nad zagadnieniami panstwa i ojczyzny, wymienial sze$¢ koniecznych wa-
runkow do utrzymania bytu narodowego. Zaliczyl do nich plemiennos¢, wiare, jezyk,
zwyczaje i obyczaje, oswiate oraz caly przeszlos¢ dziejowa. Plemienno$¢ zapewniac
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miata utrzymanie catosci i zwartosci etnicznej spoleczenstwa. Wiara i religia stano-
wily facznik miedzy grupami spolecznymi, byly poteznymi dzwigniami narodowo-
$ci ludu polskiego i bariera przed jego wynaradawianiem. Jezyk pozwalal utrzymac
spojnos¢ rodzinng i narodowa, faczyl przesztos¢ ze wspolczesnoscia, nie pozwalal na
zjednoczenie Polakow z zaborcami. Zwyczaje i obyczaje formujace si¢ przez cate wieki
decydowaly o odrebnosci naszego narodu od innych. Oswiata i edukacja poprzez
jezyk ojczysty nauczania unaradawiala uniwersalng nauke, ozywiala narodowosc¢.
Swiadomo$¢ przesztosci ojczystej uznat Libelt za bardzo wazny warunek podtrzymy-
wania narodowej tozsamosci. Uwazal bowiem, ze z przesziosci czerpie si¢ nadzieje
przyszlosci. Nardéd musi czerpac sily z owocow wiasnej przesziosci. Ogotocony ze swej
historii fatwo moze ulec wynarodowieniu.

Sposérdéd wielu dziedzin kultury i nauki, ktére byty zaangazowane w walke o utrzy-
manie tozsamos$ci narodowej, wybrano i oméwiono dziewig¢, jak sie wydaje, naj-
bardziej reprezentatywnych. Niektore z tych dziedzin s czg§ciowo opracowane i znane.
W ksigzce starano sie spojrze¢ na nie z innego punktu widzenia, pokaza¢ inng ich
funkcje. Znana jest np. historia bibliotek i bibliografii. Dzieje bibliotek i bibliografii
traktowane byly jako cel sam w sobie. W oddawanej czytelnikowi ksigzce pragne
ukazac te zagadnienia jako fragment walki majacej na celu zachowanie identycznosci
narodowe;j.

Rozdziat pierwszy ksiazki poswiecony jest walce o zachowanie jezyka narodowe-
go. Na nim bowiem skoncentrowata si¢ akcja germanizacji i rusyfikacji, ktéra miata
doprowadzi¢ do jego wyparcia lub ograniczenia. W rozdziale drugim ukazano historie¢
katalogowania naszego dorobku pismienniczego. W propagandzie politycznej czgsto
bowiem podkreslano, ze jest on nikly i naréd polski nic nie wnidst do $wiatowego
dziedzictwa intelektualnego. W kolejnym rozdziale przedstawiono wysitki wielu Pola-
kéw zmierzajace do zebrania i przechowania tych wszystkich dziet pi$miennictwa,
ktore stworzono w kraju lub ktére dotycza naszych dziejow. Podobnie ukazano za-
gadnienie gromadzenia débr kulturowych, artystycznych. O ile jednak gromadzenie
dziet mialo w kraju dawna tradycje, a zabory daly jedynie dodatkowy impuls przy-
spieszajacy ten proces, o tyle zbieractwo dziel artystycznych rozwinglo sie zwlaszcza
w epoce braku wiasnej panstwowosci. Wywolaly je warunki polityczne i spoteczne
oraz silne prady ogolnoeuropejskie, a nawet §wiatowe, o ktérych bardzo ogdlnie tutaj
wspomniano, uwazajac, ze jest to niezbedne do zrozumienia zjawiska. Rozdzial piaty
traktuje o pracy historykow, ktorzy wlasnymi dzietami budowali wiedze o przesztosci
kraju, a tym samym przyczynili sie do stworzenia niezbednych warunkéw dla rozwoju
swiadomosci narodowej. Nie jest to prosty zarys historiografii, ktérych obecnie nie
brak. Pokazuje on, jak dzigki pracy kilku generacji uczonych stworzono obraz dziejow
panstwa i narodu, kompendia informacyjne, do ktérych mozna byto siega¢, by czerpa¢
argumenty przeciw falszowaniu naszych dziejow przez zaborcow i sity do dalszego
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trwania. Ciemiezcy Polski usilnie pracowali nad tym, aby narodowi odebra¢ przysztosc,
a takze pozbawi¢ go przeszlosci. W rozdziale szdstym scharakteryzowano dazenia do
rejestracji zwyczajow i obyczajéw narodowych, ktére zagrozone byly nie tylko przez
asymilacyjng role panstw zaborczych, ale rowniez poprzez przemiany cywilizacyjne
zachodzace w calej Europie. Biografistyka narodowa budowata polski panteon, poka-
zywala najwybitniejsze osobistosci, ktore mialy by¢ swiadectwem naszej aktywnosci
we wszystkich dziedzinach zaréwno zycia politycznego, gospodarczego, jak i kultural-
nego. Tworzony przez uczonych panteon ludzi zastuzonych dla ojczyzny miat takze
dostarcza¢, nie tylko mlodym pokoleniom, wzorcéw osobowych, przykladéw pracy
dla kraju. W rozdziale 6smym ukazano réznorakie prace uczonych, dzieki ktérym
starano si¢ przekresla¢ rozrywajace Polske obce podzialy polityczno-administracyjne,
a podtrzymywac poczucie jednosci historycznej i geograficznej dawnego panstwa.
Oswiata stala si¢ w reku panstw zaborczych instrumentem asymilacji podbitego naro-
du z wlasnymi obywatelami. Byla najbardziej zauwazalnym narzedziem germanizacji
i rusyfikacji. Dlatego w ostatnim rozdziale przypomniano problem zagrozenia jezy-
kowego i ukazano, jak stopniowo edukacja polska emancypowata sie spod dominacji
zaborcdw, jak nauczanie oficjalne i szkolne zastepowano niezaleznym, prowadzonym
zgodnie z potrzebami miejscowego spoleczenstwa.

Kazde z omowionych zagadnien stanowi samodzielng calo$¢, wspdlnie tworza
ogolna wizje roli kultury i nauki w dobie porozbiorowej. Z tego wzgledu zachodzito
niebezpieczenstwo powtdrzen, ktérych starano si¢ unika¢. Od tej zasady odstapiono
czg$ciowo w rozdziale pierwszym i dziesigtym, w ktérych podano podobne, cho¢ nie
identyczne informacje konieczne dla zrozumienia omawianych zagadnien.

Autor pragnie wyrazi¢ serdeczne podziekowanie profesorom: Aleksandrze
Christian-Kasznik i Andrzejowi Meissnerowi za lekture ksigzki i uwagi, ktore wpty-
nely na zmiang ksztaltu dzieta.
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Summary

In the 1930s, with the Russians in his mind in the first place, Adam Mickiewicz wrote
about Poland’s partitioning powers, “destroying all monuments of literature and art,
eradicating history and national language, trying to erase all traditions of freedom, [past]
glory and all memories of independence, and on the other hand forbidding Poland
to communicate with foreign countries, they don't let the Poles participate in a grand
social movement of the new epoch.” These words summarize well the dramatic situation
of and the threat to the concept of Polishness during the period of national bondage.
Independently of the anti-Polish politics of Russia, Prussia and Austria (until granting
Galicia autonomy), there appeared social, economic and civilizational trends which
by their nature blurred national distinctions within these states. Assimilation with the
partitioning powers was strengthened by the legal system as well as was facilitated by
the development of industrialization processes, communication and education. In a sit-
uation where a multitude of factors weakened and almost obliterated Polish national
identity, Polish culture and scholarship had a significant role to play. Andrzej Chwalba
in his textbook History of Poland 1795-1918 states that “the Poles manifested their aspi-
rations for the restitution of their state mainly through conspiracies and risings” (596).
It is relevant to remember, however, that it was culture that strengthened the national
identity and established the feeling of ethnic distinctiveness, which kept the memories
of independence alive and fuelled the struggle for its regaining through risings.

It is often stressed that Poland’s regaining of freedom resulted from a favourable
political situation on the international arena and many generations’ struggle for in-
dependence. Such a struggle for independence was possible because of a continuous
nurturing of national awareness and identity. Numerous activities in the sphere of
culture and scholarship helped the Poles to maintain their Polishness, gain a deeper
understanding of their national identity and preserve their ethnicity.

Language played an important role in maintaining national identity. At the begin-
ning of the 19™ century it was believed that a language “constitutes a nation, in other
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words, it establishes the separateness of nation from nation” (Julian Ursyn Niemce-
wicz). Once a native tongue disappears, so does a homeland. Systematic campaigns of
the Russians, Prussians and, for some time, the Austrians as well aimed at restricting
the usage of Polish and even its eradication. State campaigns were aided by natural
processes of linguistic change such as lexical and syntactical borrowing, first from
French, then from German and Russian. Numerous publications drafted by Polish au-
thors dealt with these issues, sensitizing the readers to such changes. The books were
meant to erect a barrier fending off the influence of foreign languages on Polish. The
recognition of danger to which the Polish language was exposed and its vulnerability
led to the starting of work on the codification of Polish vocabulary. Especially the last
partition led many people to believe that language should remain the only “memento”
of the state which ceased to exist like once Greece and Rome. The efforts to record
the richness of the Polish language resulted in the publication of the voluminous
The Dictionary of the Polish Language (1807-1814) by Samuel Bogumit Linde, which
documented the immense lexical scope of the Polish of the old-Polish and modern
era. The subsequent lexicographical work led to the publication of so-called Wilno
Dictionary (1861) by Maurycy Orgelbrand. Compiled by a team of scholars, the dic-
tionary documented the development of the Polish in the 19" century. Further, the
publication of The Dictionary of the Polish Language, called the Warsaw dictionary,
was started in 1900 to be completed in 1927. The dictionary, equal in scope to that of
Linde’s work, documented the flexibility and richness of language at a time when its
usage was limited and persecuted. The dictionaries mentioned as well as other nu-
merous specialized dictionaries contributed to the upholding of a linguistic tradition
and the preservation of the Polish language.

The real threat to the Polish statehood and the partitioning powers’ circulation of
opinions belittling or even negating Poland’s contribution to European scholarship
and culture triggered off activities aimed at displaying Polish intellectual achievement.
The evidence of past achievements was to constitute a legitimization of the right to the
future. An effort to document Polish literary output was made by Feliks Bentkowski,
who in his History of Polish Literature recorded many previously unknown works.
The project of documenting Polish written work was continued in Wilno, Cracow
and Warsaw, resulting in such large-scope studies as The History of Literature, Biblio-
graphical and Historical Image of Literature and Scholarship in Poland and Polish Lit-
erary Output. It was Karol Estreicher who fully realized the political importance of
such a documentation: in 1872 he began the publication of The Polish Bibliography, in
which he compiled in the first place the Polish printed matter from the 19 century
and then from the 15" until the end of the 18" century. Estreicher’s project proved
to the outside world the vitality and development of Polish intellectual activities, de-
spite Poland’s disappearance from the world map. His work ascertained that until the
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end of the 18" century the body of Polish literature was the largest and the number of
works published the highest among other Slavonic countries. Thus the message
of his work was uplifting for the Polish society. It was believed that a nation with
such great intellectual achievements in the past could not be deprived of rights in the
future which it deserved because of its contribution to the European heritage.

The 19" century’s documentation of intellectual achievements along with an old
bibliophilistic tradition provided a stimulus to collect Polish printed matter. Estab-
lishing libraries, cataloguing and collecting rare works were understood as patriotic
activities. After the partitions, large-scale private library projects were conducted and
the following libraries were founded in: Lvov (by Ossolinscy), Kérnik (by Dziatynscy),
Poznan (by Raczynscy), Warsaw (by Przezdzieccy, Zamojscy and Krasinscy), Putawy
and Paris (by Czartoryscy) and finally in Cracow (Czartoryscy) and Sucha (by Branic-
cy). The commitment of these collectors and library owners helped save many old
Polish prints, some of which presently exist in single copies. When Galicia was granted
autonomy, the libraries of the Jagiellonian University and the Academy of Sciences
rendered great service to the collection of Polish publications. Despite the Russian
policy, which led to the plunder of Polish collections after the November Rising and
which was generally aimed at destroying the continuity of Polish cultural tradition,
important collections of Polish publications were established both in exile (in Paris
and Rappersville) and at home. These collections contributed to the formation of na-
tional identity and constituted a necessary base to conduct research on Poland’s past.

The significance of “national mementos”, works of art and crafts, was fully realized
after the Prussians had plundered the treasury of the Royal Castle after the Kosciuszko
Rising. From this moment onwards numerous activities were concentrated on saving
and preserving artistic creations of past generations. In this context, Izabela Czarto-
ryska gave a strong impulse as she established her collection in Putawy, thus setting
a model for other museums to follow. Collections of “national treasures” were estab-
lished by Lubomirscy (Lvov), Dziatynscy (Kdrnik), as well as Przezdzieccy, Zamojscy
and Krasinscy (Warsaw). However, it was museums in Rappersville, Switzerland
and Cracow that fulfilled a special mission. The former functioned as an embassy
of a non-existent state and a reminder of the need to re-institute it. The latter was to
serve as “the temple of national genius” and, as its director wrote, had a special task
to fulfill: “A nation deprived of political existence, whose development is stopped in
its tracks in every field, should endeavour to erect a monument of national fame as
an evidence of its glorious past and its present vitality. Collecting these works, either
as originals or copies, so as to show our former strength and excellence is a noble and
beautiful task, it is also a duty of cultural defence” (Report of the Museum Director...
for the year 1909). The museum collected not only works of contemporary artists,
recording the nation’s energy, but also amassed historical exhibits. Thus the museum,
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which attracted a growing number of visitors, contributed to the shaping of national
and regional identities.

The preservation of national continuity was greatly influenced by historical research
and the popularization of its findings. Historical research was aimed not only at ex-
plaining Poland’s past but also at correcting the falsified image created by the parti-
tioning powers. In 1872, Polish philosopher, Karol Libelt wrote, “the history itself, the
investigation of the past and of the nation’s origins, the development of literature and
education, these arc tasks of the country’s intellectuals. And by means of lectures and
popular literature it is their task to make the nation’s past comprehensible to those less
able”. This goal was followed during the times of national bondage. When the partitions
began, with the exceptions of old chronicles there existed only one modern and incom-
plete history of Poland by Adam Naruszewicz, who did not discuss the times after the
Middle Ages, and a popular textbook by Teodor Waga. In the 19" century history was
elevated almost to the level of “national scholarship.” On the initiative of Warsaw Society
of Science Friends, the history of several Polish rulers was drafted. In the mid-century
Jedrzej Moraczewski prepared a comprehensive study, discussing the history of Poland
until the 17" century. Grand syntheses of Polands history until the end of the 18" centu-
ry were published by Jozef Szujski and Henryk Schmitt. The latter ended his description
in the 19" century. August Sokotowski not only presented the entire history of the nation
until the beginning of the 20™ century, but also created an artistic vision of the past,
including a multitude of illustrations in his work. Historians’ efforts led to the publi-
cation of many high quality textbooks for high school students and educated readers.
Moreover, there appeared a considerable number of publications aimed at unsophisti-
cated readers which discussed Polish history in general or particular events only. These
publications made a broad readership familiar with the history of Poland. The nation’s
past ceased to belong to the nobility only, it became the heritage of the entire society.

The national tradition in the form of folk songs and customs was thoroughly
researched and described in the epoch examined. Folk culture in particular and Polish
tradition in general greatly profited from the work of two scholars, Oskar Kolberg and
Zygmunt Gloger. The latter not only described old customs and rituals but endeav-
oured to popularize them among his contemporaries by means of his publications. He
drafted An Old Polish Encyclopedia, which as of now most comprehensively codifies
all forms of Polish traditions. Oskar Kolberg, on the other hand, during his travel
across Polish territories not only recorded folk songs and their score but also noted
other forms of folk culture, e.g. superstitions and proverbs. His work, gathered in
the voluminous The People, Their Customs, Way of Life, Language, Legends, Proverbs,
Rituals, Superstitions, Festivities, Songs, Music and Dances faithfully recorded Pol-
ish traditions and protected them from oblivion. Even presently his work remains
a source of inspiration and material, e.g. for folk groups.
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In a different way Polish identity was influenced and shaped by biographical studies.
These resulted from an old and popular tendency. In independent states they usually
had a cognitive character, whereas in nations devoid of sovereignty they also followed
political and educational aims. It was rather commonly believed that, “a biography [...]
of people makes history, to erase proper names means to erase history”, as Cracow’s
bishop Ludwik Letowski said. Describing lives of famous Poles constituted a process
of writing and completing history. Bringing to light prominent figures was to ennoble
the nation from which they stemmed. For this reason, during the partition times the
lists of outstanding Poles described constantly increased. For didactic reasons, people
featured in such biographies were to function as role models of moral and civic values.
In the epoch discussed a number of both general and specialist biographical publica-
tions was drafted. At the beginning of the 19" century Jozef Konstanty Bogustawski
published Lives of Famous Poles, in which he described a number of figures. Somewhat
later Wojciech Szymanowski brought out his 300 Portraits of Polish Men and Women of
Merit for the Nation. Of relevance for portraying a large number of Poles was also Julian
Bartoszewicz. Of the highest scholarly merit is The Biographical Album of Polish Men and
Women of Merit published at the beginning of the 20™ century. It offers a careful selection
of outstanding Poles, following the criteria of their services to Poland. These people
were to provide legitimization for the features and values characteristic of Polishness.
They were also to evoke pride in belonging to the nation from which such prominent
people as them stemmed. Independently of general publications, a number of specialist
biographical dictionaries was compiled. These discussed poets (Hieronim Juszynski),
scholars (Ignacy Chodynicki), painters (Edward Rastawiecki), musicians (Wojciech
Sowinski), physicians (Stanistaw Kosminski) and others. Pedagogical tendencies and
adesire to influence the youngest generations led to the publication of books for children
and young adults. Authors of these publications included Klementyna Hoffmanowa nee
Tanska (Biography of Outstanding Polish Men and Women) and Wladystaw Wojcicki
(Biographies of Outstanding People and From Our Backyard. Biographies). The pecu-
liarity of being deprived of (national) freedom combined with the partitioning powers’
depreciation of Polish contribution to the European civilization and history resulted in
a misplaced national pride. For some time biographers tried to make Polish Jan z Kolna
(John from Kolno), who reached America before Christopher Columbus. Likewise, Veit
Stoss” (Wit Stwosz) Polishness was defended as late as the beginning of the 20™ century.

In an attempt to unite Polish lands with their own political and administrative or-
ganisms, the partitioning powers sought to erase traces of the historical Poland. For this
reason, new administrative divisions and names were introduced in all the partitioned
areas. The name Galicia was to be used instead of Malopolska and Gubernia Kijowska
(Kiev Province) instead of Podole. Similarly, Polish place names were changed into
German and Russian ones. The division into three partitions and the administrative
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sub-divisions within them were to weaken the feeling of belonging to a common ter-
ritory which used to constitute an independent state. Some Poles, e.g. Stefan Witwicki,
were right in their fears that the partitioning powers aimed at strengthening provin-
cialisms in order to destroy or even divide the nation which once shared a common
territory. In an answer to political divisions of the former Poland, historians compiled
many studies which presented the historic Poland against the new borders. The his-
torians’ efforts, initiated at the beginning of the 19" century with Tomasz Swiecki’s
The Description of the Ancient Poland ended with the monumental multi-volume
publication of The Geographical Dictionary of the Polish Kingdom and Other Slavonic
Countries (1880-1904). Putting the censor off guard with the official-sounding title, the
dictionary registered all places belonging to the old Commonwealth and described its
provinces. This work became a basis for many publications of popular character, which
strengthened the feeling of territorial integrity of lands which were the Poles’ homeland.

An important role was played by official schools, which during the partitions were
not only an instrument of education but also of destroying the feeling of national
identity. School curricula were designed to educate and form German and Russian
citizens and, even in the epoch of Galician autonomy, obedient citizens of Austria. In
an attempt to oppose the anti-Polish policies of state schools, a system of alternative
education was developed. It consisted of clandestine education in the Russian partition
and the institution of “the flying university”. Another form of education independent
of state schools was self-teaching with the help of special publications, in particular
Manual of Self-Education, which was to substitute for a university. Education as well as
national and class awareness were furthered by various forms of adult education, which
resulted in the activation of all social classes, also peasants’ educational aspirations
were awakened. This significantly stimulated the awakening of society’s national life.

Various forms of activities described here led to the development and strength-
ening of national identity of the Polish society and to the growth of strong feeling of
ethnicity. This awareness and conviction of national identity helped the Poles make
use of the first opportunity which came with the convenient international situation
and the WW L. Freedom did not fall upon them, as many Byelorussians said after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, like snow from the heavens which they did not know
how to keep.

Translated by Joanna Dybiec

Keywords: Polish culture, national identity, time of partitions, libraries, museums, his-
toriography, Polish language, territorial awareness, tradition and national education
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